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to defray the expenses of this force, a third part of
what he spent being deducted from the debt he
owed to the English Government. Accordingly a
reinforcement of 6,000 men joined the contingent,
which, under Sir Francis Vere, was assisting Maurice
to resist Spinola.

In Germany, French diplomacy was active, en-
deavouring to unite the Protestant princes divided
by dynastic quarrels and theological hatred, and to
prepare the way for the elevation of a non-Austrian
prince to the Imperial throne. In order to distract
the attention of the Hapsburgs, Henry IV. en-
deavoured to prevent the conclusion of peace in
1602 between Turkey and the Emperor. In 1603
the French ambassador urged the new Sultan,
Achmet, an energetic and ambitious prince, to con-
clude peace with Persia and to turn his arms against
Hungary. The capture of Pesth by the Moslem
was thus to some extent the consequence of the
diplomacy of the Most Christian King to whom the
inventor of the " Grand Design '* attributes the
intention of turning the Turk bag and baggage out
of Europe.

French agents also sought to turn the sufferings
of the Moriscos, the half converted descendants of
the Spanish Moors, to account, by inciting them to
defend themselves by arms against their fanatical
and foolish oppressors.

But nowhere was Henry's diplomacy more success-
ful than in Italy. He remained on good terms with
the Pope and influential at Rome, while refusing to
permit the promulgation in France of the decrees of